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Child Care:
Nothing new this month.

Education/Professional Development:
· On January 22nd the reconstituted steering committee of the Professional Development component group of Early Childhood Iowa met and laid the groundwork for its future work. The group is charged with developing a framework for a comprehensive, integrated early childhood professional development system that incorporates early learning, health, family support and early intervention/special needs. By the end of September, the committee hopes to have a blueprint for what the professional development system looks like and a plan for implementing it. It was decided, based on 2008 state legislation that the focus of the system would be children zero to five and it would address the professional development of individuals that contribute to every child in Iowa being healthy and successful. The group is using the “four ovals” diagram as a way to describe the system (see below). The implication of the four ovals is that there are four key service areas that address the needs of children and families. There are also areas where the services overlap indicating opportunities for shared services and fostering an appreciation for delivering services and addressing needs from more than just one perspective. The committee, which will meet monthly, will have Head Start representation through Cathy Swackhamer and Tom Rendon. 
· The Early Childhood Iowa Congress met on February 10-12 and included both an ECI Stakeholders meeting on Feb. 10 as well as Day on the Hill on Feb. 12. Keynote addresses were presented by Walter Gilliam, Stacie Goffin and Valora Washington. Preliminary reaction was very positive and the Congress appeared was successful in helping participants consider the importance of early childhood systems work and how their leadership contribute to a comprehensive, integrated early care, health and education system in Iowa that effectively delivered results for Iowa families and young children. The Iowa Head Start Association was represented on the planning committee and breakout sessions featured two local pre-K/Head Start collaborations. The HSSCO coordinator co-chairs the Congress committee with the director of Iowa Community Empowerment and the executive director of the Iowa AEYC.
· The Iowa Department of Education is completing work on new Quality Standards for Infant and Toddler programs. These are designed for programs that fall under school district supervision.
· The HSSCO Coordinator has met with the new state-based training coordinator for Head Start and the IHSA executive director to help plan an augmented schedule of trainings and networking sessions for 2009. A partial reflection of that planning is the expanded list of upcoming trainings, which include:
· A networking session on kindergarten transition will be held on February 23 at the West Des Moines Public Library The session will feature successful transition collaborations with SCICAP, NICAO and Tri-County. To register contact Kim Young-Kent at kyoungkent@tricountychildandfamily.org. 
· A booster session for Cohorts I and II of Program-Wide PBS initiative in Iowa will meet Friday, February 27, at the Downtown Holiday Inn in Des Moines. Contact Tom Rendon or Mary Schertz for more information.  
· A disabilities networking session will be held on Wednesday, March 4, at the Kirkendall Public Library in Ankeny (1210 NW Prairie Ridge Dr.). The networking session will address Response to Intervention (RTI) as a guiding framework for intervening with special needs children. To register contact Kim Young-Kent at kyoungkent@tricountychildandfamily.org. 
· An asthma training will be held Friday, March 20 at the American Lung Association of Iowa (2530 73rd Street in Urbandale). 
· The national Addressing Challenging Behavior: National Training Institute on Effective Practices will be held from March 22-25, 2009 at the Sheraton Sand Key Resort in Clearwater Beach, Florida. This is the national meeting supporting early childhood PBS efforts. For more information go to http://www.addressingchallengingbehavior.org/. 
· Don’t forget to check on the ISU website: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/calendar/ for upcoming New Staff Orientation training opportunities. On the pull-down menu “Category” select “Child Care That Works.”
· Also, be sure to visit http://www.iowaheadstart.org/IHSAProfessionalDevelopmentSchedule2007-08.pdf and http://www.iowaheadstart.org/calendar/calendar.php for an updated list of IHSA’s professional development opportunities. 
Pre-K/Preschool
· The deadline for districts to submit Year 3 applications for the Statewide Voluntary Preschool for 4-year-olds is March 30th. Iowa HSSCO is making available the Day on the Hill information sheets on each Head Start agency as part of the technical assistance materials provided to districts. 
Children with Disabilities: 
· As part of efforts to expand Positive Behavior Support across the early childhood system, the state leadership team is planning three special trainings in addition to a second round of train the trainer and coaching training planned for May 5-7 and June 23-25 (coaching training on the May 7 and June 25). The three additional trainings include:
·  an introduction to the new PBS parent modules at the Prevent Child Abuse Iowa conference on April 20-21 at the Sheraton West Des Moines Hotel. (To register for the conference go to www.regonline.com/pcaiowa.) 
· a faculty institute scheduled for May 21 to infuse the content of the CSEFEL modules into pre-service coursework
· a training on mental health consultation at a time to be determined
There will also be a behavior coach training for Cohort III programs on February 26 and a booster session for Cohort I and II programs on February 27. 
· As mentioned above, IHSA is hosting a disabilities networking session that will include a presentation on Response to Intervention and how that will affect the identification of children with disabilities. We hope to invite ECSE staff from AEAs so there will be time for discussions about local alignment of AEAs and Head Start agencies. 
Health:
· A pilot training for otoacoustic emissions (OAE) screening training will be offered to four Early Head Start programs on February 25. The training will be offered by the Early Childhood Hearing Outreach (ECHO) Initiative. Pilot programs include the Early Head Start Programs at Community Action of Siouxland, Mid-Iowa Community Action, Tri-County Child and Family and the Peterson Center in Council Bluffs. The HSSCO coordinator has been working with Iowa’s Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program (EHDI) coordinator to ensure these new screening procedures are part of that state’s comprehensive approach to early screening and identification. 
· The Oral Health Bureau is conducting a study on the effectiveness of the I-Smile system and are beginning with baseline data collection about the oral health status of young children. The data collection will be based on randomly selected Head Start classrooms. Programs have been contacted and any cooperation with the study will be greatly appreciated. 
· The State Collaboration Office has learned that Iowa has been selected to be among the next nine states to be part of the new partnership between Head Start and the American Academy of Pediatric Dentists. The state coordinator for the effort is Dr. Rebecca Slayton, the new head of the Department of Pediatric Dentistry at the University of Iowa. The purpose of the new partnership is to help secure dental homes for Head Start children. 
· The HSSCO coordinator attended the quarterly meeting of the Iowans Fit For Life. The Early Childhood workgroup is working on an effort to promote breastfeeding, especially within workplace settings. They are considering using a new HRSA tool kit called “The Business Case for Breastfeeding.” 
Family Literacy:
· Nothing new to report this month
Homelessness/Poverty:
· The HSSCO coordinator did a presentation to the Iowa Council on Homelessness in January 16 about new requirements for serving homeless children in the Head Start Act of 2007. The presentation highlighted the new definition of homelessness, using the McKinney-Vento definition, and emphasizing the categorical eligibility of children experiencing homeless.
Welfare Reform:
· Nothing new to report this month
Community Services:
· Nothing new this period.
Advocacy: 
· Day on the Hill, February 12, attracted the largest number of participants in its history. IHSA had a display and a number of Head Start programs and parents were present.
Other: 
· Iowa HSSCO coordinator attended the national HSSCO meeting in Washington, DC, on Feb. 3-6. To fulfill requirements from the HS Act of 2007, the collaboration office will conduct a needs assessment of all Head Start grantees. We anticipate having a survey available to programs in April and use a web-based data-gathering system to collect the information. We will be encouraging programs to seek broad staff input to the survey questions, especially senior management. 
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